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TARBLE ARTS CENTER
Newsletter • February 1997

·EXHIBITIONS
AMERICAN CENTER FOR DESIGN 18TH ANNUAL 100 SHOW
-- through March 9, Brainard Gallery
Each year the American Center for Design sponsors a juried competition to
identify the best in contemporary graphic design. Exhibited are actual
posters, flyers, magazines, books, and other pieces selected for the 18th
installment of The 100 Show. The works range from the MTV: Music
Television Video Music Awards Program Guide to editions of the Utne
Reader Magazine, including the Nike New York City Trash Talk billboard
designs, the CD packaging for the Dreaming Out Loud Emigre Music
Sampler, artist's chapbooks, and the Harley Davidson, Inc. 1994 Annual
Repo_rt. Although the exhibition is limited to one hundred entries, many of
the individual entries have multiple elements, so there are closer to two
hundred objects to look at rather than one hundred. This exhibition
presents an incredible array of visual imagery and concepts, and the
emphasis is on contemporary.
As stated in the brochure which accompanies the show, The 100 Show
recognizes work which represents significant trends in communication
design. Judging is not based on complexity or budget, but on the strength
of an entry's conception and execution. Rather than select work into The
100 Show by means of consensus, the three jurors each independently
select work to be included. These final selections are awarded the 100
Show Certificate of Excellence and are exhibited at the American Center for
Design Gallery in Chicago and travel to several cities throughout the United
States. The Chair of the 18th Annual 100 Show was Barbara Glauber of
Heavy Meta (New York City). The jurors were: Caryn Aono, Art Director,
California Institute of the Arts, Public Affairs Office (Valencia, California);
Marlene McCarty, a partner in the firm Bureau (New York City); and Jan van
Toorn, Director of the Jan Van Eyck Akademie, Center for the Fine Arts,
Design and Theory (Maastricht, Netherlands). The American Center for
Design is a national membership association for design professionals,
educators, and students. In addition to promoting excellence in design
practice and education, it serves as a national center for the accumulation

and dissemination of information regarding design and its role in our culture
and economy.
ORDER/DISORDER: PERCEPTIONS OF REALITY
-- January 25 - February 23, Main Galleries
This composite of three solo exhibitions presents the work of artists who
deal with the complexities of perceived realities in very different ways and
media. In Pamela Bannos: Mixed Media Photographs the multiple layers
of meaning and perception are presented through responses to and the
manipulation of found objects and historical documents. By integrating old
photographs, new photographs, and found objects, Bannos manipulates
the context and affects how we "read" the objects/images. States Bannos:
"In general, my work is about time and memory. I am interested in the
visual language of photography. I think about the veracity of the
photographic image as well as its use as a document of another time; that
is, photography as a depiction of reality, both as an accurate visual
description, as well as an historic relic." Pamela Bannos holds a
leCtureship in Art (Photography) in the Department of Art Theory and
Practice at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, where she has been
teaching since 1993, and is a 1995196 Arts MidwesUNational Endowment
for the Arts Regional Fellowship recipient in photography.
The work in Mernet Larsen: Mixed Media Paintings deals with dualisms,
multiplicities and tensions utilized by the artist to seek a deeper visual truth
in representing the disorder of reality she perceives. Primarily abstractions,
Larsen's work combines elements of Modernism, Post-Modernism, and
other influences. "In this work, I am interested in making efficient analogs
for figures. I think of the human body as a collection of semi-independent
components, each of which might be subject to a different force or
motivation. I usually start with a field of elements to be juggled, and let the
figure gradually appear." Larsen thinks " ... of the paintings as maps, signs,
and fields of tension. It seems important to enact certain physical actions,
such as carving, peeling, layering, scraping, because such actions activate
the reflexive use of the tensions in my own body while I work." Me met
Larsen teaches painting at. the University of South Florida, Tampa, where
she has been on the faculty since 1967, and is a recipient of a Southern
Arts Federation/National Endowment for the Arts fellowship grant.
John Siblik: Recent Paintings/Installation is a representation of the dual
nature of self. Siblik seeks to represent the internal-external separation of
mind/body, "the shadow and the self" as put forth by Carl Jung. Siblik's
narrative landscapes imply the concept of a journey, transcendental or
actual. "The series begins with two people and a canoe -- the canoe being
the externalization for the inner-relational self." Some works reflect the
many possible scenarios that might be encountered. In the series the

canoe is abandoned ''with the hope of greater self reliance and trust... The
metaphor then plays itself out in the skies and cosmos instead of the sea -perhaps some mythic transcendence taking place... The constellations,
man's structural map of the stars and the psyche, provide a rich history of
stories and characters to be transformed into personal narratives." Siblik is
an Instructor of Art at John A. Logan College, Carterville, Illinois and at
McKendree College, Lebanon, Illinois. His work has been recognized
through a variety of invitational and competitive exhibitions and purchase
awards. This program is partially sponsored by Arts Midwest members and
friends in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts.

EVENTS
REGISTRATION IS STILL BEING ACCEPTED FOR ART CLASSES
--deadlines for most classes are in early to mid February
Registration is still being accepted for a variety of art classes and
workshops for children and adults which begin on February 4th. Classes
for children include Color, Color Everywhere! tor ages 4-5, Adventures in
Artfor ages 6-9, Young People's Ceramics tor ages 10-14, and Introduction
to Monotypes and Introduction to Intaglio for ages 12-18. Course offerings
for aduHs, ages 15 or 16 and up, include Explorations in Clay, From Plan to
Paint, and Quilting Techniques. Workshops designed for students of
various ages include Pif'lata Workshop (ages 9 through adult) and Batik
Workshop (ages 12 and up). Most course fees cover both instruction and
supplies; Tarble members receive a 20% discount. Contact the Tarble for a
free brochure.
POETRY/FICTION READING: BOB ZORDANI & JAY PREFONTAINE
-- January 29, 6pm
Bob Zordani and Jay Prefontaine, members of the EIU English facuHy, will
read selections from their works. This program is sponsored by the EIU
English Club, a student organization.
ARTISrS LECTURE: PAMELA BANNOS
-- February 7, 7pm
GUM BICHROMATE WATERCOLOR PHOTO-PROCESS WORKSHOP
-- February 8, 1Oam-3pm
Learn how to make photographic prints using the gum bichromate process.
This process, also known as gum printing, is a 19th century photographic
printing process with watercolor paints as the printing agent. A sensitizing
chemical (potassium bichromate or ammonium bichromate) is added to
watercolor paint and mixed with a binder (gum arabic) to achieve
photographic images on rag paper. This workshop will cover the basics of
the process. Participants will make photographic prints in any watercolor

pigment color, and may also print several colors over each other to achieve
a variety of effects. The most notable characteristic of this process is the
range of the final results-- experimentation is the essence. The workshop
will cover some of the variables that can affect the final results. Admission
is free, but preregistration is required. To enroll call the Tarble at 581-2787.
Observers are welcome as space permits. The workshop is presented in
conjunction with Order/Disorder: Perceptions of Reality, and is partially
sponsored by Arts Midwest members and friends in partnership with the
National Endowment for the Arts.
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT: EIU FACULTY ENSEMBLES

•• February 9, 3pm
Wind instruments highlight this edition of chamber music from members of
the EIU Music faculty. Performing will be a trio of David Hobbs, piano,
Diane Boyd, flute, and Sam Fagaly, saxophone, and a woodwind trio with
Boyd on flute, Bernard Borah, bassoon, and Richard Barta, clarinet. Two
duets will feature Marilyn Coles, voice, paired with pianists Karen Sanders
and Mark Maegdlin. Maegdlin is also in a trio with Fagaly, saxophone and
John Mclean, guitar. Completing the program will be a brass quintet.
Tickets are available at the door the day of the concert or in advance from
the Eastern Illinois University Music Department, co-sponsor of the series.
Tickets are $4.50, $2.50 for students and senior citizens. Call Eastern's
Music Department office at 217/581-3010 for ticket information. The final
performance of the 1996-97 Tarble Arts Center Chamber Music Series will
be the Core Ensemble, a trio performing a mixed program including new
American music, on March 9.
JOHN SIBLIK: ARTIST'S LECTURE

-- February 12, 7pm
Siblik will discuss his work in conjunction with the exhibition Order/Disorder:
Perceptions of Reality. John Siblik is an Instructor of Art at John A. Logan
College, Carterville, Illinois and at McKendree College, Lebanon, Illinois,
and for two years designed and implemented a Gifted Program based on
aesthetics for the Mt. Carroll School District #304 in Mt. Carroll, Illinois. He
holds an MFA from the School of Art & Design, Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale, and a BFAIBS Ed from Northern Illinois University.
ARTISrS LECTURE: MERNET LARSEN

-- February 20, 7pm
OPEN CRITIQUE: MERNET LARSEN

-·February 21, 4-6pm
Larsen will present a slide lecture on her recent abstract paintings in
conjunction with the exhibition Order/Disorder: Perceptions of Reality. The
following afternoon Larsen will conduct an open critique, in which area

artists and art students are invited to bring one or two examples of their
work to be discussed through a dialogue between Larsen and the
audience. Mernet Larsen teaches painting at the University of South
Florida, Tampa, where she has been on the faculty since 1967. She has
also taught for brief periods at Yale School of Art, Yale/Norfolk Summer
School, Montana State in Bozeman, The Catholic University of Milan's
Rome Summer Session, and the University of Oklahoma, and has lectured
on her work and/or given critiques throughout the Southeast, in Nanjing,
China, and at the Rhode Island School of Design, University of Wisconsin in
Eau Clair, Yale, and Montana State University. She received an MFA from
Indiana University and a BFA from the University of Illinois.

FROM THE CURATOR
The 1997 Junior/Senior High Enrichment Program began on January 28th.
This program is offered annually free of charge to area middle and high
school art teachers and their students. This year's studio project,
developed in association with Dr. Gene Harrison of EIU's Art Department,
will focus on the process of abstraction through a mixed media painting and
collage exercise. Eastern students enrolled in Art 3410, Art Education in
Secondary Schools, will present the program under Dr. Harrison's and my
direction. After being led through a guided tour of the exhibition
Order/Disorder: Perceptions of Reality, participants will compose a mixed
media painting using acrylics and assorted papers for collaging. Using a
still life arrangement as the central subject matter, students will be
encouraged to experiment with rearranging and stylizing the still life objects
to create an abstract painting. Composition, color, shape, and texture will
be stressed as students develop their paintings.
Approximately 275 students from 9 area schools are scheduled to
participate in this year's program. Participating schools are Arthur Junior
and Senior High School; Central A&M High School, Moweaqua; Charleston
Junior High School; Chrisman High School; Cumberland Elementary and
Junior High School, Toledo; Effingham Junior High School; Mattoon Junior
and Senior High Schools; and Shiloh Senior High School, Hume.
Spring classes and· workshops begin on February 4th. Several new classes
are being offered, including adult ceramics and painting classes and
workshops for both children and adults. Complete course descriptions may
be found in the Classes and Workshops for Spring 1997 brochure which
Tarble members should have received in December. Additional brochures
may be obtained by phoning the Tarble at 581-2787.
After the December/January newsletter was in the mail, I discovered that a

....,..

number of the Classes and Workshops for Spring 1997 brochures inserted
in the center of the newsletter were incorrectly collated or had missing
pages. Not knowing how many Tarble members had received incomplete
brochures, the decision was made to mail a second brochure to our
members to correct the problem. My apologies for any confusion this may
have caused.
-- Kit Morice

FROM THE DIRECTOR
It is with sadness that I acknowledge the passing of Phil Settle. All those
who use and enjoy the Tarble Arts Center's Folk Art$ Collection owe a debt
of gratitude to Phil Settle. While Assistant Dean for the School and then
College of Fine Arts at Eastern, Phil served as the founding curator of the
folk arts collection, and organized the first exhibition of contemporary folk
art by artists of eastcentral and southcentral Illinois. He and his wife Nell
were also contributors to the Folk Arts Collection, and Phil helped to
organize the Folk Arts Archives after his retirement. His contributions in
helping to found the Folk Arts Collection and Archives will live on through
many generations to come.

IN THE GIFT SHOP
In spite of brisk Christmas holiday shopping, the Gift Shop remains well
stocked. For your favorite valentine there are handmade valentines by
Jeanine Abels (Bloomington), new Friendship pins by Deborah JohnsonJones (Carbondale), and handmade books (to write or sketch in) by Jamie
Willis (Mattoon). To brighten the drab winter scenery are origami mobiles
by Dorothy Bennett (Charleston) and pastels by Phyllis Denny (Urbana).
For already thinking about Easter there are ostrich eggs from the farm
(ranch?) of Bonnie Powers (Windsor) -- the eggs can be carved into in
relief, dyed, painted, or added on to "as is." And there are ceramics and
jewelry in wide variety by a number of area artists.

UPCOMING FOR MARCH
1997 All-Student Show -- March 1 - 29
All-Student Show Reception & Awards -- March 2, 2-4pm
Art Education Conference Swap Shop-- March 8, 3:45-4:30pm
Chamber Music: Core Ensemble -- March 9, 3pm
Women's Avocacy Council Poetry Reading/Reception -- March12, 7:30pm
Women's Avocacy Council Recital-- March 12, 7:30pm
Solo Exhibition: Nancy Vachon-- March 14- Apri/20
Docent Meeting-- March 17, 10am-noon

NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS
-- November 15 - January 15
Benefactor
James & Karen McKechnie
Corporate Patron
Consolidated Communications lr:'JC.
Supporting Patron
Miriam & Max Tarble
Meg & Earl Tarble
Family Patron
Elnor & Doit Biggs
Camille Compo
Richard L. Crouse
Wanda & William Furry
Suellen & Donald Garner
Janet & Bert Holley
Douglas & Joanne Meyer
Bill & Jayne Ozier
Mr. & Mrs. John Rearden
Cheryl L. Todd

Student/Senior Patron
Willa M. Ashby
Mary McElwee Coutant
Helen Graham
Dorothy Hart
Ann E. Jackson
Wendell & Lorraine Lathrop
Dr. & Mrs. Walter McDonald
Dorothy Nolte
Glorine & Don Otto
Jean Seitsinger
Helen Straith
Charles Tucker
Helen Yelvington

Individual Patron
Terry Coulton
Mrs. Leo J. Dvorak
Bill Heyduck

Illinois

ARTS

Council
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Staff:

(Individual Patron, con't.)
Annie Lee Jones
Paul Kirby
Carl Lorber
Linda Miller
Sue O'Brien
Nettie Resch
Mike Sanders
Marlene Slough
Jan Wetzel

Tbls prog11m II
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nnnols Alii Council

Michael Watts, Director
Kit Morice, Curator of Education
David Pooley, Registrar
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities

Volunteer Coordinators:
Maggie Hollowell & Corrine Joyner, Docent Program
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery

Tarble Arts Center
College of Arts & Humanities
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston IL 61920-3099

Non·Prolit Organization
U.S. Postage

Paid
Petmtt No. 24

Cha~eston,

Illinois

Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10am- Spm, Saturday 10am- 4pm, Sunday 1- 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless
otherwise noted. For information or to schedule a aroup tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street
at Cleveland Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. The Tarble Arts Center is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, I
and by Tarble Arts Center membership contributions.

iii

!

i'

II

